


The Short-term Story is Not Enough: 2011 and Beyond
Long-term monitoring of the SageSTEP study plots is 
essential to understanding the full implications of fuels 
treatments. Short-term results indicate that many important 
ecosystem components will not stabilize until more time 
has elapsed post-treatment. Therefore we are adjusting our 
scientific approach:

•	 Currently we are planning to monitor most critical 
variables on a less-frequent basis for an additional five 
years, taking us 8–10 years post-treatment.

•	 If study sites have not stabilized after that period of 
time, we will search for funding to push measurement 
out further into the future.

•	 As the study progresses through time, we will have a 
higher probability of detecting climate change events, 
as they may eventually show up as measurable changes 
in flora and fauna.
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Features of a Long-term Monitoring Network

•	 19 study sites that provide baseline data relevant to the efficacy of management treatments 
and to future responses associated with climate change

•	 Wide array of variables measured across key gradients of woodland encroachment and 
cheatgrass invasion 

•	 Variables interpreted within the context of key remotely-sensed information

•	 Variables monitored every three years at each site

•	 Online database for data entry, quality control, 
downloading, and reports

•	 Annual reports by the end of December of each 
measurement year

•	 Results will be linked to other global change efforts 
(NEON, etc.)

•	 Information can be used by land managers to 
understand fuel treatment responses in the context 
of short-term climatic variability.

The NEON Connection
The SageSTEP Onaqui study site west 
of Salt Lake City, Utah, is part of the 
National Science Foundation’s National 
Ecological Observatory Network 
(NEON). This network is being created 
to collect data across the United States 
on the impacts of climate change, land 
use change and invasive species on 
natural 
resources 
and 
biodiversity. www.neoninc.org


