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New Five Creeks Site in Southeastern Oregon
A new site has been added to the SageSTEP network for the 2008 field season. The Five Creeks site is 
located on Steens Mountain in southeastern Oregon on land managed by the BLM Burns District. This site 
is part of the western juniper region and will be used as an extensive plot for vegetation and fuels research, 
and the wildlife study focusing on passerine birds. Pre-treatment data will be collected at the site this 
summer and treatments are scheduled for fall of this year.

Ant foraging behavior appeared to increase strikingly in response to fire --- presumably 3.	
in response to decreased seed resources following the burn ---with foragers in burned 
areas finding and removing seeds from significantly more seed “patches” compared to 
unburned areas. 

These results have strong implications for current reseeding/revegetation practices being 
employed following wildfires in the Great Basin. The researchers intend to continue 
monitoring ant colonies at the Onaqui study site and expand their work to quantify the 
effect of harvester ants on vegetation recovery following natural wildfires.

For more information about this study, contact Scott Newbold at snewbold@lamar.
colostate.edu or visit http://www.sagestep.org/collaborative_projects/projects/newbold_
seeds_ants.html.

(continued from page 4)

Don’t Forget, copies of the 
publication Western Juniper Field Guide: 
Asking the Right Questions to Select 
Appropriate Management Actions are now 
available. Please 
send all requests to 
Summer.C.Olsen@
usu.edu and include 
your name, mailing 
address, and the 
number of copies 
you would like. 
The guide is also 
available online at 
www.sagestep.org.
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SageSTEP is a collaborative effort among the following 
organizations:

Brigham Young University•	

Oregon State University•	

University of Idaho•	

University of Nevada, Reno•	

Utah State University•	

Bureau of Land Management•	

Bureau of Reclamation•	

USDA Forest Service•	

USDA Agricultural Research Service•	

US Geological Survey•	

US Fish & Wildlife Service•	

The Nature Conservancy•	

Funded by:

For more information and 
updates, visit our website: 

www.sagestep.org

Upcoming Events
Society of American Foresters 2008 National 
Convention: Forestry in a Climate of Change
Reno-Tahoe, Nevada
November 5-9, 2008
http://www.safnet.org/natcon-08/

SageSTEP Site Visit

The annual SageSTEP summer research 
meeting will be taking place in Utah this July. 
Managers and other interested individuals are 
welcome to accompany the research team on 
their site visit on Wednesday, July 16.

The site visit will take place at the Stansbury 
pinyon-juniper woodland site located in the 
Stansbury Mountains near Tooele, Utah. This 
area is part of the Wasatch-Cache National 
Forest. Prescribed fire and mechanical 
thinning and mulching treatments were 
implemented at the site in the fall of 2007. 

If you are interested in accompanying the 
research team to the Stansbury site, please 
contact Summer Olsen at 435-797-8455 or 
summer.c.olsen@usu.edu.

http://www.firescience.gov/

